
23 01 2015       

Nigel McGuire 
CEO 
Cumbria CCG 
 
Dear Nigel 
 
Senate Review of High Risk Pathways in North Cumbria 
 
Thank you for sending supplementary information regarding the pathways for cardiac and 
upper GI bleeds. We shared the information with our specialist reviewers and the following 
points were made by them. 
1) They sought confirmation that ECGs were taken in ambulances for patients with suspected 

MIs, and sent by wireless transfer to the Cardiology Unit. 
2) They sought confirmation that ECGs were recorded in the ambulances and if diagnostic of 

a cardiac event, that patients were taken straight to Carlisle without going to Whitehaven 
en route, including those patients from south of Whitehaven. 

3) They asked for clarification about the hours during which Cardiology advice is 
available.  The pathway document quotes 0900 hrs to 1700 hrs, the letter from Les Morgan 
and the assurance given verbally suggested this was 24 hours a day. 

I have, therefore, discussed these issues in a telephone call with David Rogers who was 
unsure about the ECG wireless transfer system and he was going to seek clarification about 
this and also whether NWAS have a divert which includes patients south of Whitehaven. David 
was also able to confirm that Les Morgan has clarified that the on call cardiologist is available 
for advice 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
 
My purpose in writing, therefore, is to give Cumbria Clinical Commissioning Group assurance 
that, subject to these issues being satisfactorily clarified, the changes to these pathways can 
be implemented at a point to be agreed between the CCG and the Trust. In doing this, the 
Senate Review Team is assuming that all other outstanding issues between the CCG and the 
Trust have also been satisfactorily resolved. 
I look forward to seeing further information in due course on the remaining three pathways. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 

 
 
Professor Andrew Cant 
Chair 
Northern Clinical Senate 
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Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE15 8NY 

Senate Office: 011382 53039 

 



 


